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The House enacted a compre- 
hensive JFK records bill yester- 
day, calling for the disclosure of 
virtually all the government’s files 
on President John F. Kennedy’s 
assassination and setting up a re- 
view board to track them down. 

The measure, drafted and 
passed in the Senate in August, 
now goes to the White House. The 
Justice Department has said it 
would recommend that President 
Bush sign it. 

The records, many still secret, 
are held by Congress, federal 
agencies and presidential libraries 
and include everything from CfA 
and FBI reports to newspaper clip- 
pings and tax returns.. 

Rep. Jack Brooks (I)-Tex.), 
chairman of the House Judiciary 
Committee, rescued the bill from 
death-by-adjournment by accept- 
ing the Senate version and drop- 


ping his demand that the board be 
appointed by a special panel of fed- 
eral judges rather than by the 
president. 

Brooks contended that his ap- 
proach, approved by the House in 
August, would have been prefer- 
able to the Senate-backed meas- 
ure calling for appointment by the 
president and confirmation by the 
Senate. 

Brooks said he took the step 
“with- some misgivings” but was 
committed above all to enactment 
of a bill in this Congress. 

Senate Governmental Affairs 
Committee Chairman John Glenn 
(D-Ohio), a key author of the Sen- 
ate measure, said the records 
would be released with little bu- 
reaucratic delay. Even before the 
review board is appointed, affect- 
ed agencies would be required to 
start identifying and organizing all 
their records pertaining to the 
JFK assassination. 

Those records that could be 
made public immediately would be 


transmitted to a National Archives 
special collection that would be set 
up 60 days after the bill became 
law. Documents that seem to qual- 
ify for “postponement” would be 
sent to the review board for a de- 
cision. Its decisions would be final 
for congressional records and re- 
versible only by the president for 
executive branch records. 

"Postponements” in the release 
of certain records would be grant- 
ed only when, for example, disclo- 
sure would identify “an intelli- 
gence agent whose identity cur- 
rently requires protection" orcon- 
fidential sources who would face 
“substantial risk of harm” if their 
identities were made public. 

It is expected that the board 
would need three years to com- 
plete its work. It would have the 
power to direct certain agencies to 
search for additional records or 
information, and if necessary, in- 
vestigate the facts of that infor- 
mation. 


The board also would have the 
power to subpoena private parties, 
conduct hearings and require any 
government agency “to account in 
writing for the destruction” of any 
JFK assassination records. 

The measure orders the archiv- 
ist of the United States to grant 
public-interest fee waivers for 
copies of the records. 

The JFK records bill, expected 
to cost $4,5 million a year, was 
introduced in March by Senate 
intelligence committee Chairman 
David L. Boren (D-Okla.) and Rep. 
Louis Stokes (D-Ohio), former 
chairman of the House Assassina- 
tions Committee, in response to 
the renewed controversy sparked 
by Oliver Stone’s film "JFK” and 
its charges of government conspir- 
acy and a coverup of the assassi- 
nation. 

Glenn tightened the measure to 
give the review board more au- 
thority and to provide for a sys- 
tematic disclosure process. 



